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Christendom. 


JUNE, 1882. 


THE MONTH.. 


Te first week of the month was marked by a terrible tragedy, which has given a 
greater shock to the public mind than any event which has occurred for many 
years past, but which may be providentially overruled to the production of great 
and beneficent results. The majority of the Ministry had decided to adopt a new 
policy for Ireland, but to that policy Mr. Forster, the Minister most directly 
concerned in the administration of Irish affairs, strenuously objected. Mr. Glad- 
stone and the majority of the Cabinet were determined to try the effects of what 
they imagined might be received as conciliation, and release Mr. Parnell and the 
other members of Parliament who were in Kilmainham Gaol as ‘‘ suspects "’—per- 
sons whose great influence had been exerted to maintain lawlessness and indirectly 
to foster outrage. To this policy Mr. Forster had the strongest objection. He 
warned his colleagues that to release these persons unconditionally would be taken 
‘as an admission that they had been unjustly confined, and that to relax the grip 
of the strong hand until there was a reasonable probability of the cessation of 
mischievous agitation and open crime would be @ confession of weakness. ‘‘ The 
time has not yet come,” he urged; but he urged in vain. He had no supporter 
in the Cabinet, and only one course was open to him—that of resignation. That 
course he adopted, and the Irish Secretaryship was vacant, A few days before, 
Earl Cowper had signified his wish to retire from the high position of Lord- 
Lieutenant. | 

The late Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland and his Chief Secretary occupied 
anomalous positions in regard to each other. The Secretary, theoretically 
subordinate to the Lord-Lieutenant, was, by virtue of being a member of the 
Cabinet, the ruling power; and the Viceroy, representing royalty, and nominally 
the head of the Irish Executive, had little real authority. It is not unnatural, 
consequently, that: he should desire to be relieved from what he felt to be a false 
position ; and, by the almost simultaneous relinquishment of office by the two men 
who were presumably the best acquainted with Irish affairs, the Ministry were 


placed in a position of some difficulty. To replace the Lord-Lieutenant was the 
lesser difficulty. Earl Spencer, a member of the Cabinet, and who had previously © 


held the office, at once resumed it. But to find a successor to Mr. Forster was a 
more difficult task. A man of high ability and official experience was required ; 
indeed, the late Secretary had proved, if the critical position of affairs had not 


already evidenced it, that the duties.of the office would tax the energies of any of — 


our ablest statesmen. But the fact that the new Lord-Lieutenant retained his 
Cabinet position appeared to ‘be a good reason why the new Secretary should be 
of lower Ministerial rank, as practically there would be a divided authority. 


Speculation was rife as to the selection to be made by the Premier ; and sur- 
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prise was exhibited by politicians of all parties when it was announced that Lord 
Frederick Cavendish, brother to Lord Hartington, and Secretary to the Treasury, 
had been appointed. That he was a well-trained official all knew, of high character 
and courteous manner, industrious and painstaking, was admitted by all; but, 
whatever great administrative qualities he might possess, they were as yet latent. 


On Saturday, the 6th of May, Earl Spencer, the new Lord-Lieutenant, and 
Lord Frederick Cavendish, the new Secretary for Ireland, arrived at Dublin, were 
respectfully received as they rode through the streets to the Castle, were formally 
installed into office, and transacted some preliminary business. About six o'clock 
in the evening, Lord Frederick, accompanied by Mr. Burke, the permanent Under- 
Secretary—a gentleman whose high personal character and great official knowledge 
made him one of the most valuable members of that valuable body, the permanent 
staff of the great public departments—-strolled together into Phamix Park, probably 
engaged in conversation respecting the conduct of business, in respect of which 
Mr. Burke was so well able to afford valuable information to his official superior. 
It was a fine evening of early summer. Phenix Park is te Dublin what Hyde 
Park is to London ; there were riders, and promenaders, and groups of loungers. 
As the two gentlemen were walking, within view of the Viceregal Lodge, one of the 
well-known light cars, which in Dublin are as familiar to the sight as Hansom 
cabs are in London, drove towards them ata rapid pace. There were four men 
besides the driver. Two of them jumped down, furiously attacked Lord Frederick 
and Mr. Burke with long pointed knives, and after a struggle of the briefest dura- 
tion, the two gentlemen fell dead, horribly gashed. The struggle was witnessed 
by several persons not far off, who affirm that they only supposed some persons 
were romping or wrestling for amnsement. The murderers having accomplished 


_ their dreadfal work, remounted the car and drove away at a rapid pace. No clee 


has been obtained, though many arrests have been made, and a reward of £10,000 
offered for information which would lead to the conviction of the murderers. The 
victims were discovered lying quite dead, and bathed in blood. The remains of 
Lord Frederick Cavendish were brought to England, and buried in Bdensor 
Churchyard, near Chatsworth, the seat of his father, the Duke of Devonshire. 


The ‘horror und indignation excited by the foul murder of two excellent men 
Yor a time snbdued political opposition. But one feeling, that of sympathy, was 
expressed ; all felt a personal sorrow. And whatever opinion might have been 
entertained as to Mr. Gladstone's policy, all kmew how deeply he must have 
waffered from the sudden and terrible death of Lord Frederick Cavendish, who was 
closely allied to him not only by official, but by family ties, and who had met 
his death as a result of the petfotmance of a duty entrusted to him by the Premier 
only ® few hours before. Mr. Parnell, just released from Kilmainham, and the 
Land Leaguers, professed to be horror-stricken at the tragedy; and it is, perhaps, 


only fair to suppose that the Land League agitators never contemplated so 


terrible a result of the spirit of lawlessness. encouraged by violent addresses and 
seditious manifestoes. It may be that the Fenian organisation, chiefly directed 
from beyond the Atlantic, employed agents for the murderous work; and the 
aluest intahe vehemetice of worthless writers and speakers there might 
countenance the supposition. The Council ef the “ Fenian Brotherhood ” at New 
York have issued a manifesto ‘‘ to Irish revolutionists at home and wbroad,” and 
this is the language which is allowed to be promulgated in @ friendly opuntry : 
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“We shall, with solemnity and secrecy, continue, with augmented foree, to give 
the emphasis of the dagger, fire, and sword, and of other available resources of 
civilization, to our ancient, merciless, unrelenting enemy; to destroy whom, 
we shall use, while life endures, every means within -the reach of human effort.” 
The Council calls upon Irishmen to refrain from speaking of the Phenix Park 
tragedy as a murder: “ Call it, rather, the wrath of God following in the footsteps 
of the oppressor.” It is strange to meet with the Divine name in such an 
association. ond French Communists have no such affectation. 


in a letter to Earl Spencer. It breathes the antique spirit of heroic devotion ani- 
mated by a lofty Christianity : “‘ I should be very glad if there can be any means 
_ Of letting it be known in Ireland, so as to have some good effect, that I would 
never grudge the sacrifice of my darling’s life if only it leads to the putting down 
of the frightful spirit of evil in the land. He would never have grudged it if he 
could have hoped that his death would do more than his life. There does seem some 
hope of this, and you are doing all you can to keep down that dreadful danger of 
panic and blind vengeance.” The Prevention of Crime (Ireland) Bill, the intro- 
duction of which into the House of Commons so rapidly followed the announce- 
ment of the assassinations, was, we are assured, drafted before that event, and 
although, undoubtedly, the arguments in its favour gained immensely in strength 
from the murder of the Secretary and Under-Secretary, there was reason enough 
for its introduction in the many tragedies and evidences of a reckless spirit of law- 
lessness which have recently been made public. Only great emergencies could 
justify suspension of trial by jury, and the other rigorous provisions of the Bill ; 
bat he would be a bold man who would venture to assert that such an emergency 


does not exist. The velvet glove has failed; a harder hand must now be 


employed. | 
What has been styled the “ Treaty of Kilmainham” will become historical. 


Nobody supposes that there was a written compact between Ministers and Mr. 


Parnell and the other suspects, that if they were released they would support the 
Administration ‘in its endeavours to restore peace in Ireland, the equivalent for 
this support being legislation on the subject of arrears; but it is certain— 
indeed, Mr. Gladstone admitted as much, and it was proved by a letter written by 
Mr. Parnell while a prisoner—that the Cabinet had a tolerably clear conviction 
that the Irish members were in a conciliatery temper. Of course, Captain O'Shea, 
who visited Mr. Parnell im prison, was not authorized to treat; but what passed 
at the interview became known in Downing Street, and by one of those eoin- 
cidences which we agree to call strange, if even we cannot persuade ourselves 
measure dealing with arrears of rent has been introduced, the provisions of 
which are mmch more likely to please the Land League than to be generally acoept- 


Michael Davitt, the arch agitator, re-imprisoned last year after an interval of 


liberty, has again been released, and has immediately taken an opportunity of — 


showing that he has all the desire to be as mischievous as ‘eyer. Speaking at 
Manchester on Sunday, the 21st ult., he said he thought “ it well just to remind 
the whole of the Irish party 
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through the diplomacy of a political go-between from Clare, that the Land League 
miovement was organized to effect the complete abolition of Irish landlords, and 
that until that work was fully and completely accomplished, there could be no 
alliance between the people of Ireland and the Whig party in this country.” 


' The Archbishop of Canterbury and the bishops, in Convocation, have recog- 
nized, in no doubtful manner, the exertions of the Salvation Army. The influence 
if of that extraordinary association is one of the most striking spiritual phenomens 
| &. of the time ; and thoughtful Churchmen feel that, by repudiating or opposing it, 
| Bt. they might be repeating the great error of the last century which made John 

Wesley's converts separatists. The members of the Lower House have presented 

& gravamen on the subject, and the Upper House has appointed a committee of 

' bishops to consider whether any satisfactory arrangement can be made by which 
t the Army can be recognized as an auxiliary to the Church in the great work of 
evangelization. Dr. Harold Browne, Bishop of Winchester, said: ‘‘ So far as he 

: ! had been able to learn, there had been nothing like false doctrine put forth by the 
a _ Salvation Army. They confined themselves to very simple truths—namely, the 
sinfulness of men, and salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The practical 
results of their exertions in promoting temperance were cordially recognized ; 80, 
too, was the fact that they obtained an access to masses of practical infidels who 
could not be brought within reach of ordinary Church ministrations. 

The Bishop of Winchester noticed with appreciation the Christian spirit 
| Bu exhibited by some members of the Army, who “had been most cruelly treated, 
_ and had afterwards prayed earnestly for their persecutors.” That in some places 
magistrates have treated them with great, and, indeed, in one instance, illegal harsh- 
ness, is a painful fact; but probably the decision, on appeal to the Queen’s Bench 
Division, in one notable instance—that of the Hampshire convictions—and the 
admirable remarks of Lord Coleridge will have a beneficial effect. Speaking in 
the House of Lords, Lord Coleridge distinctly asserted that, ‘‘ walking through the 
streets in order and in procession, even if accompanied with music and singing of 
hymns, was in itself an absolutely lawful act, in the doing of which every subject 
of the Queen was entitled to be protected.” . Some of the lay peers exhibited a 
strong sympathy with the tolerant spirit of the heads of the Church. Lord Mount- 
Temple said: ‘‘ The peculiarity in this case was that a struggle was going on between 
physical force on the one hand, and moral force on the other; arbitrary, violen 
tyranny on the one side, and patience on the other.” . 
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The situation in Egypt gave rise to serious apprehensions in the early part of 
the month ; but there is now a lull, and it is to be hoped that, by the combined 
efforts of England and France, more alarming complications may be avoided. 
The presence of oné or two ironclads and gunboats in the Egyptian waters, and as 
guardians of the Suez Canal, are arguments which even Arabi Pasha and the 
army, and that remarkable body, the Assembly of Notables,can understand. The 
military leaders made no secret of their desire to depose Téwfik, the Khedive, and 
intimidated for & time the Notables, through whose instrumentality the depo- 
sition was to be effected. Supported, however, by the representatives of England 
and France, Tewfik has exhibited a firm front, and the Notables and Arabi Pasha 
have, for the present at least, hastened to profess their loyalty, although it would 
_ be rash to affirm that there is much more than profession. ene 
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THE LATE REV. EDWARD STEANE, D.D. - 


Aworuer long, honoured, and useful life has reached its earthly close Following 
within a few days his friend and colleague, Dr. Black wood, Dr. Steane, on the 8th ult., 
entered his eternal rest. The summons was to him neither unexpected nor un- 
welcome, for he had long saffered from extreme physical weakness. Twenty years 


after another was reluctantly relinquished, until he had only tranquilly to await the 
end. Probably, the last of the engagements from which he withdrew were those in 
connection with the Evangelical Alliance, of which he was one of the Honorary 
Secretaries. 

The work of Dr. Steane in the origin of the Evangelical Alliance may be almost 
said to have been unique. The last survivor of a small group, each one of whom 


doubtedly John Henderson, Esq., of Park, Glasgow ; more than any other the real 
initiator of the entire Alliance movement, and its munificent promoter. Sir Calling 
Eardley, Bart., its first Chairman, ready in utterance, fertile in resource, prompt and. 
energetic in action, and untiring in effort, may be regarded as the second. The 
third was Dr. Steane, whose qualities of mind and heart especially fitted him to. 
become the leading adviser, not only of the Chairman, but of the founders of the 
Alliance, ere it had a beginning, and afterwards of the Councils and Ounferences 
which, in the early period of its history, had mach to do with shaping its policy, 
determining its character, averting mistakes which might have proved fatal, and 


consolidating it as an institation co-extensive with entire Evangelical Christendom. 


Dr. Angus, who knew him well, has described him as “« man born, apparently, to 
tell men what to do, and to guide them to the doing of it.” Dr. Stanford, his suc- 
cessor, remarks: “God gave him special faculties for special labour ; the Holy Spirit 
quickened those faculties of labour for Christ. He knew how two wait and when to 
speak. If it were not right to speak, he knew how to wait in silence, So he kaew 


his subject, and gauged everybody. He knew what a man was, and how he could 


resolution wanted, and give exactly the right advice. God gave him strength to 
know how to bear much and say nothing. He knew how to have generous patience 
with the mistakes and infirmities of men. Naturally, he would have risen against 


and with it other power—not only power to teach souls, but power to win souls.” 
Edward Steane was born in the year 1798, in Oxford. His father served the 


_ office of deacon in the Baptist church in that city, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
_ James Hinton, from whom the youth received his early education. Subsequently, he 
went to Bristol, to pursue his theological stadies under the care of the Rev. Dr. 


Ryland. Thence he proceeded to the University of Edinburgh. His attainments, as. 
the result of these advantages, soon placed him among the most respectable of scholais _ 
and divines. Before he had remained at the university a sufficient time to enable 
him to graduate, he was requested to take charge of the Baptist congregation, formed 
not long before, at Camberwell. At that time the place of meeting was uninviting, 


activity in other directions. As, however, time proceeded, one form of effort 
had a distinct place and function in relation to the great scheme which had to be 
realized, amid many difficulties, when the Alliance was projected, the grave has now 
closed over his remains also. Of this central group of founders, if we may ao call 
them—composed of three men—the foremost in fact, if not in appearance, was un- fant 
j 
be used. He could in the crowded moment of crossing conversation shape the exact i 
mere obstructive talkers ; but by grace he could bear with it till it was well to speak. w 
He was kept from extremes of passion, and from all extremes. He was gifted with } 
temperance of judgment and kindliness of feeling. God gave him all this power, 4 
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which induced him, in 1828, to accept the charge. His labours were attended with 
much success, and it soon became necessary to erect a new placc of worship. A 
 ghaste and commodious edifice was built, at the dedication of which the celebrated 
Robert Hall preached one of his most impressive discourses from 1 John v. 12: “ He 
that hath the Son hath life.” The Rev. Dr. Waugh also took part in the opening 
services. The original building soon became inadequate for the accommodation of 
the numbers who were gathered under Dr. Steane’s ministry, and an enlargement 
of the place was effected. Subsequently further improvements were made, and a 
larger amount of accommodation afforded. Dr. Steane’s views with regard to the call 
of the church to the ministerial office led him to dispense with the ceremony of ordi- 
nation, as, in his opinion, needless. 

A discriminating critic, referring, somewhat moro than thirty years ago, to Dr. 
Steane as a preacher, writes as follows: “In the pulpit he holds an even course, chiefly 
addressing himself to the great practical lessons of the Gospel, and the active develop- 
ments of the Christian character. His sermons are evidently the result of careful | 
thought ; and though containing no laboured periods or sudden flashes, they evince 
more of nature than of art.. The hearer never finds the dignity of the pulpit lowered, 
while the delivery of the preacher is familiar and easy. Dr. Steane has largely 
adopted the method of the essay; abstaining from distinct announcements of formal 
divisions of the subject, and making his text rather a motto for expatiation, than a 
advantage— placing before bis auditory the several points of discourse in distinct pro- 
positions. This enables them more easily to recall the train of thought which has been 
placed before them. In the ordinary course of his ministry, Dr. Steane rarely uses a 
fally written manuscript ; but, on special public occasions, he generally resorts to the 
practice of reading his sermons. If there is one excellency in his ministry more 
striking than another, it is to be found in his addresses to the throne of grace. 
Solemnity, earnestness, propriety, combine in no ordinary degree, whenever he leads 
the devotions of others. His spirit, in this respect, has infused itself into the minds 
of his people. Together they have very extensively promoted meetings for social 
prayer. On such occasions Dr. Steane is in his element; and no small measure of 
_ advantage has resulted, both to the pastor and his congregation, from these unosten- 

tatious but interesting assemblies.” 

Dr. Steane’s publications, founded on pulpit exercisoa in the course of his 
ministry, include “The Eternal King, a Sermou on the Death of his late Majesty 
King William rv.;” “Spiritual Declension, a Pastoral Address ;” “‘ The Rights of Con- 
science, an Argument ;” “Prayer the Christian’s Relief in Trouble” (which has 
passed through at least four editions); “ Bereaved Parents Comforted ;” “Christ the 
First-fraits of the Resurrection, an Argument in Two Parts;” “The Paradisaical 
' Origin of the Sabbath Day ;” “ Instability of Character, a Lecture to Young Men ;” 
“The Reasonableness of the Great Doctrines of Christianity ;” ‘‘God’a Moral 
Government ;” “ Lectures to Mechanics ;” and a number of funeral sermons. | 

We have already referred to the importance and deserved prominence of 
Dr. Steane's position in connection with the Evangelical Alliance, At the Confer- 
ence on Christian Union held in Liverpool in October, 1845, he was appointed one 
of the Secretaries. The Provisional Committee of the proposed Evangelical Alliance 
requested him to act as one of the Official Secretaries in preparing for the great Con- 
ference held in London, in August and September, 1846, at which the Alliance was 
founded. In conducting the business of that assembly he sustained an ardtous 
responsibility to the full satisfaction of all its members. Many difficulties having 
been overcome, he gave utterance to the emotions of a grateful heart, acknowledging 
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that his faith had been weak, that his doubts had too much sii en i ates 
what had been witnessed and felt in the assembly, he said: “I cannot but acknow- 
ledge, with lively gratitude to God, that all my misgivings are gone, all my fears 
are disappointed, my hopes are more than realized ; and I take to myself the rebuke 
which our blessed Lord once addressed to one of His disciples, ‘O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thoudoubt?’ We are not about to form an ecclesiastical institute, 
« charch incorporation, or « confederation of churches; bat, overlooking all ecclosi- 
astical distinctions, we fix upon Christian character, the elements of vital and 
experiments! godliness, as, at once, the only, and the necessary, pre-requisites 
to the fellowship we desire to realize.” Dr. Steane was afterwards chosen Interim 
Secretary to the British Organization. At the Conference held in Manchester, in 
November, 1846, he introduced, inan able and elaborate speech, the plan of the con- 
atitution, which owed its origin and details chiefly to Sir Culling Eardley and himself. 
“Ia a luminous and intensely interesting address,” writes one who was present, 
“he presented the outlines of a constitution, and the principles which woyld be 
developed in its action, which riveted attention, and elicited the admiration and 
gratitude of his brethren.” Finally, he became one of the Honorary Secretaries to 
the Evangelical Alliance, and occupied that position till his death. 

Dr. Steane was the first Editor of Evangelical Christendom, and continued its 
Editor for many years. He also edited a number of the volumes which embody the 
proceedings of Conferences of the Alliance held in this and other lands. In those 
Conferences, until infirmity and age forbade, he took a prominent part, as he did 
also in various deputations to foreign potentates on behalf of religious liberty. Nor 
did he neglect his own denomination. He was, at an earlier period than that of 
whieh we have just spoken, Editor of the Baptist Miscellany and the Baptist Maga- 
_ sine. He was long one of the Secretaries of the Baptist Union and Secretary of the 
Bible Translation Society, and an active member of the Committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. 

The time having arrived when Dr. Steanc’s congregation felt that he required 
assistance in his ministerial work, it wag a great satisfuction to him to welcome to 
the co-pastorate the Rev. Charles Stanford, the scope and substance of whose teaching 
was in entire harmony with-his own. It was with equal satisfaction that when, a few 
years afterwards, failing health compelled him to resign the pastorate, and his 
colleague became his svcoessor, he felt that he could commit his attached flock to an 
oversight of which fidelity to Scripture truth and the presentation of that truth with 
all the freshness of a heartfelt experience were among its leading characteristics, On 
retiring from Camberwell, he took up his residence at New House Park, Rickmans- 
worth. Here we may transcribe a page of autobiography. ‘“ When,” wrote Dr. 
Steane, in 1872, referring to a few years before, “it pleased God, by a gentle but 
very decided intimation of His providential wil, to abstract the writer from his pastoral 
relations and duties, as well as from other engagements of a literary and pyblic 
nature, and to impose upon him absolute rest and niinisterial silence, his thoughts 
were much occupied with reflections on the past, not untinged with a shade of 
melancholy apprehension that his period of spiritual service was finally closed. But 
the loving hand of the Master led him to @ quiet resting-place, where, free from the 
toils and anxieties of a busy ministerial life, and encompassed with scenes and sounds 
fitted only to soothe and reinvigorate the mind, he began to regain health. And as, 
under the restorative virtue of sweet country air, easy and pleasant horticulture, and. 
mental repose, his decayed vigour was in a‘measure repaired, so that he was 
accustomed to add to his grateful hymn of praise the strophe in which the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel sings of ‘youth renewed like the eagle's,’ it naturally and very 
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properly became « question, if he might not still attempt, in some not very laborious 
form of Christian occupation, to do a little spiritual good.” He looked over his 
manuscripts, and selected from among them a series of discourses, which he re-cast, 
so a8 to form an elaborate theological treatise on the Prophetical, Priestly, and 
Regal Offices of the Redeemed, and which he gave to the world under the title of 
“The Doctrine of Christ developed by the Apostles,” together with a Discourse on 
“ The Doxology of the Redeemed,” in Rev. i. 5, 6. Of his publications, as a divine, 
this was the most important, and it affords probably the best specimen extant of his 
characteristics and method as preacher in his best days. He himself speaks in his 
preface of “ many, perhaps the majority, of his dear.old friends who would with plea- 
sure have recognized in these pages the staple of the Sabbath-day instructions they 
were accustomed to receive from his lips,” bat who, when he wrote, were beyond 
the need of those instructions. “They often,” he exclaimed, “rebuked the tardi- 
ness of his pen; and their reiterated forebodings that they should outstrip it in the 
race have, for him sorrowfully, but oh, how blessedly for them, been realized !” It 
was one of the chief joys of Dr. Steane in his latter years, an evidence of the success 
of his ministry, and therefore cheering to him in the eventide of his life, to observe 
that in so many instances the sons and daughters of his early friends might be seen 
filling the places in the Church of Christ vacated by their godly parents, who, mean- 
while, were receiving in their heavenly mansions the fulfilment of the promise that 
“the seed of the upright shall be blessed:” | 

The Doctor was twice married, and leaves a widow whose care and assiduity 
greatly tended to alleviate the infirmities incident to his declining years. By his 
first wife he had five children, two of whom—both daughters—survive. He received 
his diploma of Doctor in Divinity many years ago from the Baptist College at Water- 
ville, in the United States. 

Dr. Steane tranquilly fell asleep on the 8th ult. His remains were interred on 
the 13th in Norwood Cemetery, whither they were followed by a large company of 
mourning friends, including representatives of the Evangelical Alliance and other 
public bodies. The Rev. Dr. Stanford.and the Rev, Dr. Angus were the officiating 
ministers. The former, in the course of his address, remarked: “In my last inter- 
view with our dear old friend, when I knelt in prayer at his bedside, he holding my 
hand all the while, after prayer he looked up at me with that sudden beaming face 
of his that so many of you know so well, and he said, ‘ You will bury me?’ But 
how can we bury him? Bury him! Bury that which is deathless; bury that 
which is perfect ; bury rapture; bury glory; bury perfection—he is that—bury that 
which is absent from the body, present with the Lord! The body is not the man. 
That is not my dear friend ; it is only that in which my friend lived ; lived eighty- 
four years ; lived till it was worn and shattered ; lived till he had done with it ; and 
now we cover under the earth, not the tenant, but the broken ruin of the tent in 


which he lived. And not that alone, for we sow that which will be raised again.” In 
_ accordance with Dr. Steane’s request, a funeral sermon was delivered on the 21st ult., 


by Dr. Stanford, at Denmark Place Chapel. Another sermon in memory of him 
had also been requested by Dr. Steane from Dr. Blackwood; but, as our readers 
know, the designated preacher was called from the engagements of earth to the 
enjoyments of a better world before his beloved friend and colleague. 
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no use to reply, that beyond any given exception, although but a local one ; evidently | 
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become « marvellous source of wealth and 
prosperity for France. The Society for Pro- 
meting Primary Instruction received 110,400 | gatherings. 2. That, wherever possible, united 
france. Tt has assisted 178 schools, and fa- | prayer-meetings should be held by brethren 
cilitated the formation of six mew onés. It | previous to the mission visite, and that these 
does not seem to have taken or be permanent. 3. That the 
new measnres in view of the new laws. It to 
was stated that in some places the Protestants 
have closed their private schools to make way ever 
for the Government schools, as in Havre and 
Montpelier ; while others, on the contrary, 
anxiously maintain their private schools, 
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received 37,900 franca, and spent 32,796 
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director of the McAll Sunday and Thursday | institute regular i 
Schoola, greatly insisted on the Gospel facts | otherwise promote an interest in 
and the dying love of Jesus being the chief | The other subject, occupying two 
themes. The interesting day spent at the | was the rel 
Deaconesses’ Institution came off as usual; the | struction of children under the 
receipts for the year have been 133,000 | relating to schools, 
france, and the expenses 121,000 francs;| The Free Church Conferences were attended 
but building expenses have left a deficit of | by fifteen pastors, and studied the “ possi- 


~. 4,500 francs, bility of forming a federation of churches,” 
¥ MEETINGS AT NISMES. aud the “advisability of not having more 
The tenth anniversary meetings of the | than one church or denomination in a place.” 


Mission Intérieure were held in Nismes. A | In the Lutheran Conferences the subjects were 
most interesting report was read respecting | the human nature of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the “conferences” given by itinerating | and the best means of giving religious in- 
agents, and another relating to the revival | struction to youth. it 
and various conversions during the year iu - . DEATH OF TWO VETERANS. 
Nismes. M. Sainton, who has worked awhile | Sir John Rose McCormack, u.p,, died last 
with, and has imbibed the valiant spirit of, | Saturday in Paris; he had been the subject 
_- the Salvation Army, spoke intensely about | of many distinctions for his noble conduct 
personal holiness and the conversion of others, | during the siege, and was greatly esteemed. 
giving, together with Pastor Vernier, some | The Rev. Dr. Forbes, so long minister of 
account of the special blessings in the con- | D’Agugsseau Church, which he relinquished 
- _.. version of souls in their missions. A child- | two years ago, is also dead. 


voted at req of 
The Bill mentioned in my last letter hes| prolongs the period of. 


17] 
others, to meet and fight Romanism, indif- ; ren’s meeting was held. M. Saillens’ re- 
ference, and freethinking. Receipts, 146,500 | markable work in Marseilles was also a sub- 
france; expenditure, 116,033 francs. Algeria | ject of much interest The conclusions 
was laid on the bearts of the congregation asa | arrived at by the general meeting were ex- 
field for evangelistic enterprise. It might thas: 1. That the agents should seek 
francs ; it coptinues its monthly publications | : 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } been adopted by the House of Lords, with 
Berlin, May 15. only slight amendments. The most important, 
the Goverument, 
one year for the 
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ng, held two days 
towards the clearing off of the £8,000 debt, 
when £4,000 were subscribed conditional! 
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y |John Walton, with a cheering account 


[Jane 1, 1. 


ing £4,000. The Chairman, speaking of this, 
strack « key-note, which ruled all 
the subsequent proceedings, by promising a 
second £500 towards the fund. When the re- 
peated cheers which followed this announce- 
ment had subsided, the Rev. E. E. Jenkins rose 
to read the report, which was fall of interest. 


Beginning with Ireland, it travelled over 


France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal, 
Ceylon, India, China, Africa, and the West 
Indies ; telling of triamph and success, of 


M. Allbrighton, and Gervase Smith. Turning 


to finance, Mr. Kilner read an account of 
receipts and expenditure, that the 
former had been £151,797, and the latter 
£146,754. ‘The adoption of the report was 


moved by the Rev. Wm. Arthar, in place of the - 
President, Dr. Osborn. The resolution was 
seconded by the Rev. F. Mason, from Natal, 
one of the most successful workers amongst the 
Zalus and Kaffirs, who gave a sketch of his 
work amongst this interesting people. For 
more than a quarter of « had been 
labouring in this field, and he astonished and 


rehearsing the triumphs of missions in the 
West Indies, was delivered by the Rev. George 
Sargent, of Jamaica, who defended the natives 
of these islands from charges which had been 


upon the present meeting raising the reimain- 


174 
| § The Rev. Canon Tristram, who was the next 
confining himeelf to the field of 
which had there to be encountered. It was 
; the only field where the endeavour was being 
made to rekindle the lamp of Christianity, 
and euch fields, he said, were always more 
difficult to cultivate than others ; just as it | [RIMM 
city, difficulties and 
had to be encountered 
met with when turning up | difficulty, hindrance, and suffering, of earnest 
; the forest or of the prairie. | laboar, of heroic endurance and self-sacrifice, 
: the beneficial results | which made up a noble and inspiring record. 
3 ission, of the printing-press | And then came a concluding and pathetic 
and of the .missions to} reference to the “ blessed dead "—William 
: women, and spoke with muth satisfaction of | Overend Simpson, Peter Batchelor, Thomas 
r the indirect influence which was being exer- 
ciseed upon the Greek Church, principally 
because where there were no schools con- 
nected with the latter, parents preferred to 
’ send their children to Christian schools, 
¢ 
hole of Protestant Christian nations 
Lf to China but 250 missionaries— 
+ cheered bis audience not a little by informing 
them that the work had never prospered more 
f than during the last six years of trouble 
and difficulty, 6,000 of the 20,000 native 
a members having been added to the Church 
a Crowther. If be did not speak with the | within that period. Mr, Johm Dyson, of 
a fluency of some of his episcopal brethren, | Sunderland, in supporting the resobation, 
a he spoke remarkably well, and with a modesty | made a stirring missionary speech, by re- 
-F and simple dignity that well befitted his office, | calling ‘ the recollection of the meeting 
ie: | congratulating the society on the result, sofar,| some o: the principles upon which the 
i ; 3 of the establishment of a native agency, and | missionary enterprise is founded. The 
; earnestly asking for help, that that agency | course of the proceedings was now inter- 
a might be extended. The Bishop was followed | rupted for a moment by the Rev. Hugh Price 
Ss by the Rev. R. S. Billing, who delivered a | Hughes, who annouticed some generous con- 
hearty, encouraging speech ; after whicl. the | tributions to the fund. A speech, eloquently 
| 4 THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
| aT The meeting, in Exeter Hall, of the 
‘| Wesleyan . Missionary Society was very 
| ; crowded, and the proceedings were animated brought against them in the matter of ‘their 
| H. J, Atkinson, Eeq., occupied | social life, putting the climax upon his address 
| the. , and introduced the business of the | by the announcement of further handsome 
| day, which hed reference largely to the | promises. Something of ‘what had been 
| extinction of the society's indebtedness. A | accomplished among the educated Baboos of . 
| noble effort had been made at the soviety’s | India and amongst Hinda women by the 
| | Zenana work was narrated by the Rev. George 
| Baugh, of Caleutta ; and then came at 
the 
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, we may quote: Visits and calls 
3,171,678 ; drunkards reclaimed, 3,078; 
distributed, 3,925,638 ; in-door meet- 
Bible-classes held, 40,837 ; Bibles, 
Testaments, etc., distributed, 18,199. The 
Bishop of Liverpool said the condition of our 


_ followed from the Rev. Colmer Symes, Rev. 


J. Stephens, and Canon Fleming; the last- 


through the effi rts of the Blue Ribbon move- 
ment and the Salvation Army. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury presided, in 
Lower Hall, at the annual oe 


of the 
Rev. T. W. 


Bible and other books had been translated 
into all the languages spoken. Dari 


ga8ae 


5 
& 


K.c.8.t., dilated upon the obligations of this 
kingdom to send a knowledge of the Gospel 
to those from whence she first re 


among the Jews was held in Exeter 
Hall; Mr. W. G. Habershon, President of the 
society, in the chair. The Rev. J. Dunlop, 
Secretary, gave an encouraging report of the — 
work of the society in England, on the 
Continent, and in Palestine. Mr, F. T. 
Edwards, the Treasurer, presented the balance- 
sheet, from which it appeared that £6,639 
had been received during the year, and that 
a balance remained of £83. The Rev. 
Grattan Guinness moved a resolution adopt- 
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| Israelites; and had thirty-seven stations. | mentioned speaker alluding with thankful- 
theological colleges ; about 400 out-stations, 
121 churches, and about 900 native pastors, 
school teachers, and other native helpers en- 
gaged in Chr'stian work, besides Protestant 
congregations nunbering 60,000, about one- 
| sixth of the latter being communicanta, The 
f| last twenty-five years the society 
presidency 
rt the Rev. 
| id growth 
which the 
society coald not keep pace by any adequate | travels in the East. 
__inerease of its staff. The income for the past ee 
ceived it. He was sure the operations o 
the society in North Africa showed in what 
manner Christianity was overpowering Mo- 
hammedanism. The Rev. Dr. Wright g»ve 
many interesting statistics. The Chairman, 
in a concluding speech, remarked that the 
work was of great importance in respect ) 
both of the political and social condition of 
large cities raised one of the greatest problems | the nations under Turkish rule. 
of the day; two years’ residence in Liverpool, annual meeting of the 
which was only equal to a sixth of London, the Propagation of the 
had convinced him of the crying. need of 
such organizations. He spoke with approval 
| of the growing movement for closing public- 
i houses on Sundays, and said that in grappling 
with the evils of the time we must present a 
rea], unadulterated Gospel—nothing less than 
sixte:n ounces tothe pound. Many of them 
| were wasting their time with wretched squabbles 


and expressed the indignation of the meeting 
cruel 


sionaries of the society. The Rev. W. 
Wingate and the Rev. C. A. Schonberger 
also took part in the proceedings. 

The annual meeting of the Church of 
England Sunday-school Institute was held at 
Exeter Hall, which was crowded. The Bishop 
of Carlisle presided. Daring the year, said 
the thirty-ninth annual report, the Sanday- 
school movement had made satisfactory pro- 
gress, both at home and on the Continen and 
in Ireland. The subscriptions to the general 
fund showed a decrease of £147. The total 
amount received on behalf of the centenary 
and building fund had been £10,274. Several 
new associations have been formed during the 
year, and these now numbered 288. The 
Archdeacon of Dromore gave an encouraging 
account of the work of the Sunday-schools in 
Ireland. The Archdeacon of Warrington 
(Rev. J. W. Bardsley) gave an address on 
“ Sunday-school Systems and the Public 
Worship Statistics,” in which he expressed 
his opinion that the religious statistics were 
greatly affected by their not keeping their 
Sunday-school scholars. 

The Sunday-school Union held its anniver- 
sary at Exeter Hall, Mr. G. Williams pre- 


siding, the hall being crowded. The seventy-. 


ninth annual report set forth that the committee 
were not able to record so brilliant a career 
as last year. A second missionary had been 
employed for France in connection with the 
Sunday-school Mission, and the same move- 
ment was carried on in Switzerland. In 
German Switzerland there were 900 Sun- 
day-schools, with 60,000 Protestant child- 
ren. The work of the Union in Germany, 
Wiesbaden, Holland, Austria, Hungary, and 
Norway and Sweden-is bearing good fruit. 
There were now in the Union 4,868 schools, 
118,450 teachers, and 1,114,343 scholars— 
an increase during the year of 114 schools, 
3,360 teachers, and 34,212 scholars. The 
scholars in the London auxiliaries have in- 
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creased by 6,060 during the year. After a 
few remarks from the Chairman, the Rev. G. 
Buchanan Ryley, of Peckham, discoursed on 


. | the topic of “Child Piety and Youthfal Dis- 


cipleship ;" the Rev. J. P. Chown (Bloome- 
bury) spoke of “ earnestness and the teachers’ 


. | consecration,” and gave much practical infor- 


mation ; after which Mr. Henry Richard, u.r., 
spoke on ‘‘ the Gospel of Peace.” 

At the annual meeting and prize distribu- 
tion of the Ragged School Union, at Exeter 
Hall, Lord Shaftesbury filled the chair. The 
hall was filled. The children thronged the 
platform ; flags and emblems in endless variety 
adorned the room. The report read showed 
there were 3,157 volunteer teachers and 
workers plying their energies on behalf of the 
Unipn-—an increase of 141 teachers since last 
year. Day-schwols, Sunday-schools, and many 
other agencies were all flourishing ; and the 
354 shoeblack boys in the nine bri 
earned £11,731 48, 6d. last year. The 
income was shown to be above the expenditure 
by £1,270. The noble Chairman spoke of 
the great pleasure the meeting afforded him, 
and while expressing his conviction that such 
institutions were as necessary as ever, some- 
what stirred the audience by asking what 
would have been the condition of the poorer 
classes in many parts of London but for the 
efforts of such an institution as that. The 
Rev. E. H. Fox, of Westminster, remarked, 
amidst some laughter and applause, that he 
should like to see ragged schvols unnecessary 
in the land, for then he should know that 
there were no public-houses in the country. 
Mr. Fox gave a vivid description of the re- 
markable conversion of a little boy by his 
ragged-school teacher ; and was followed by 
interesting addresses on the good work by Dr. 
Sinclair Paterson and Mr. Richard Johnson, 
of Manchester. 


*.* A tabular statement of the receipts 
reported at the recent anniversaries appears 
on the next page. The amounts there shown 
as. having been received bythe Bible and 
Religious Tract Societies include in each case 
the gross receipte—that «is, both the income 
from benevolent suurces and the proceeds of 
sales. In the case of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, the ordinary receipts only 


are stated. In addition to these, there were — 


contributions on the account for the adaptation © 

of Exeter Hall: £16,000 were expended 

during the year for that purpose, bringing © 

the total on the Hall, including 

the purchase money of £25,000, to £54,000. 
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had been subjected in Russia. The Rev 
B. E. Gotthein, of Stuttgart, seconded the 
the society in that city. The Rev. W. J 
Mayers moved, and the Rev. C. H. Gough 
seconded, a resolution expressing the convic- 
tion of the meeting that notwithstanding 
many adverse influences, such as the anti- 
Semitic agitation in Germany and the terrible 
persecutions of the Jews in Russia, there was 
ample reason for devout gratitude to God for 4 
the great success He had given to the ] 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 
1881. 1882. 
Barttan amp Foamen Brews £199,785 
Parectrat Missrowany 
Church Missionary ..... 212,910 
Wesleyan Missionary Socicty............ 190,008 ..... 
for the Propagation of the Gospel ............ 138,288 - 14,978 
London Missionary Society ........... . «(..... ~=116,012 
Baptist Missionary Society 51459 ...... 52,366 
Presbytérian Missions 
South American Missionary Society............. 11464 ..... 700,763 
Coromtat, axp Mrsstoxs— 
Colonial aad Continental Church Society ..... 
for Christianity the Jews 
Methodist Free Churches’ Missions ....... 1436 
of England Zenana Mission Society ......... 
British fer the Sows ............... 6357 6639 
Turkish Missions’ Aid Society 7,800 3,498 
Evangelical Continental Society 35286 .... 2,847 
Colonial Missionary Society 3708 2818 161,75 
Homs Mrsstons — 
Additional Curates Society 79,565 ...... 78,836 
Church Pastoral-Aid Society .................. 48,519 ...... 55,659 
Church-Aid & Home Mission Society 41,020 487,151 
w an Home Missions ......... 33,314 ...... 34,210 
Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics... 19,625 ..... 19,074 
Missions to 16,628 ...... 18,881 
Bishop of London's Fund 17,542 . 7,881 
Army Scripture Readers’ Society.................... ... 12,159 ...... 
Church of Scripture Readers’ Association.. 10,775 11,430 
Curates’ Augmentation Fund 14,847 ...... 10,947 
British and Foreign Sailors’ Society .................. 4,609 ...... 10,198 
etropolitan Wesleyan Chapel Fand...... 4 
London Diocesan Home Mission 4,565 .... 4,204 
British and Irish Baptist Home Missions ............ 4,953 ...... 4,015 
Protestant Reformation 3,601 ...... 8,474 
Thames Charch 2628 ..... 2,689 
aval Scriptare Society............... 2,800 ...... 
Epvucatioxat SocigTizs— 
. British and Foreign School Society .................... 22,470 ...... 23,349 
: Church of England Sunday Institute ......... 8,016 ..... 18,092 
Christian Vernacular Education Society for India... 10,826 ...... 13,004 — 
Ref and Refage Union .................... aun 8,348 
Wesleyan Education Committees ..... 7,865 ...... 7,807 
Indian Female Normal School 6719 ........ 7,000 
British Syrian Schools and Bible Missions... 5,182 | 
Protestant Educational 1,676 1,508 92.242 
193,580 198,934 
Christian Association 6,206 ...... 8,048 
Ch Association ..... 054 6,555 
Monthly Tract 8,655 ..... 2,868 
Lond’s-day Observance 1,533 ...... 2,264 
Bible Translation Society 2,392 ...... 2,052 
£1,737,168 £1,775,936 
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ECCLESIASTICAL EVENTS. 


THE BORDESLEY RITUAL CASE. 


The House of Lords gave judgment, on the 
22nd ult., in the case of the Rev. Mr. 
Eoraght v. Lord Penzance and John Perkins. 
This was an appeal from «a decision of the 
Court of Appeal, affirming a judgment of the 
Qaeen’s Bench Division, discharging a rule 
nisi obtained by the appellant for a writ of 
prohibition, intended to restrain the respon- 
dents from proceeding against the appellant 
in respect of an inhibition issued against him 
with reference to certain ecclesiastical offences. 


tively, The Rev. Dr. Bailey, Hon, Canon of 
Canterbury and Vicar of West Tarring, 
was the preacher. The Bishops of London 


Both Houses of the Convocation of Canter- 
bury were in session during several days of 
last month. the most important 
topic discussed had reference to the relation 
of the Church of England to the Salvation 
Army. The Upper House was requested, in 


as to their duty in regard to it” In the 
Upper House, the Archbishop having briefly 
introduced the subject, the Bishop of Win- 


doctrine was put forth by them, but that they 
confined themselves to simple truth—namely, 
the salvation of men through Jesus Christ. 
Their proceedings might have been somewhat 
extravagant, but they put forth no falee 
doctrine, and he must say that they had pro- 
duced a marvellous amount of sobriety. He 
moved that a committee of their loriships be 
appointed to inquire into the working of this 
body, and see what advice they could give to 
their presbyters in dealing with them. The 
Bishop of Liandaff seconded the motion. The 
Bishop of Oxford having spoken, the motion 
was then carried nem. dis. Convocation now 
stands prorogued until the 20th of July. © 


THE OCONGKEGATIONAL UNION, 


The spring session of the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales was held on 
the Sth ult. and following days, at the 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, under the 
presidency of the Rev. Dr. Macfadyen, of 
Manchester, the Chairman for the year. -The 
interest in the earlier portion of the pro- 
ceedings was centred in the election of the 
Chairman of the Union for 1883. In a 
third and final ballot, the Rev. Dr. Fairbairn 
secured 489 votes, against 439 recorded in 
favour of Dr. Parker. The Rev. Dr. Hannay 
submitted the annual report of the Union, 


setting forth encouraging progress in Congre- — 


gational progress, and an arrangement with 
the Baptist Union for the joint delivery of an 
experimental series of lectures at Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities upon Nonconformist 
principles. The Chairman’s address was on 


“The Ideal of the Christian Church.” Dr, 


Hannay reported that the Jubilee Fund 
Committee had received ‘promises to the 
amount of £152,000, of which £45,530 
had been subscribed in the metropolitan 
district, and £106,498 in the provinces. A 
friend had offered to give £1,000 per annum 
for five years for every £9,000 raised for 
church extension in London, or £2,000 for 
every £18,000 raised in London during the 
same period. 
Paddington Chapel, delivered an address on 
“ The Call for Congregational Church Exten- 
sion in Places where the Population is 
Increasing ;’ and the Rev. G. S. Regney, of 


Reading, on “Church Life and Progress.” 


Professor Cave, B.4., of Hackney College, 


had | delivered a powerful and impressive address 
ing to Prevent — 


on “ Intellectual Causes operat 
Attendance at Public Worship.” The Rey, 
Edward White followed with an address on 


“The Moral Character of the Objections to - 


A 


~ 


The Rey. G. D. Macgregor, of 


| 
Lord Blackburn, in delivering judgment, said | 
that it appeared clearly that the incumbent | 
had in person committed at least five complete | | 
separate acts of disobedience, any one of | a 
which would have justified an order to 7 
inhibit for the full period of three months. | ‘ 
The order appealed against must therefore | ’ 
costs, 
CONSECRATION OF TWO BISHOPS. | } 
The Archbishop of Canterbury lately con- | | 
secrated, in the Chapel of Lambeth Palace, 
the Rev. Jobn Miller Strachan, u.p., and the ! 
Rev. Herbert Bree, p.p., to the vacant 
bishoprics of Rangoon and Barbadoes respec- 
inchester, Ely, Antigua, and Dr. Mitchin- 
son, ex-Bishop of Barbadoes, assisted the 4 
Primate in the ceremony. Afterwards, his is 
Grace entertained a select company (mostly 
friends of the newly-consecrated bishops) at | 
luncheon. 
CONVOCATION. 
a formal resolution by the Lower House, “ to 
take such steps as they may deem desirable | 
to ascertain the tenets and practices of this 
society, and, after such examination, to con- : 
sider how far it is possible to attach it to the : 
Church, and to advise the clergy , 
chester said that the Salvation Army | 
been in his diocese, and some most. 
factory scenes had been enacted, which had 3 
led him to make inquiries, and from those 
inquiries he found that nothing, like false | [iii 


in 
lies.” Dr. Fairbairn followed with « speech | 
apd 


a: quarrelling over 
number of other subjects also engaged 
tion. 

THE BAPTIST UNION. 

A not very large sssembly of ministers and 
delegates was present at the opening of the 
annual spring session of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland, at Bloomsbury 


Chapel. The President (the Rev. J. Jenkyn 


ness, and the hearing of appeals, fully occupied 


_the four days during which the Synod was in 


session. The éntire income of the Church 


for the year was £208,226. The number | | 


of communicants on the roll is 56,099, the 


strength of Presbyterianism being about | good 


108,000, including children. The Church is 


sionaries. The Church property insured re- 
presents a capital of £1,192,000. 7 


“National Barracks and Congress 


able development which the religious world 
must watch with growing interest. 


OBITUARY. 
Our Paris letter announces the death, at 


Cannes, of the Rev, Dr. Forbes, long of Paris, 
but lately Rector of St. Lawrence, Jewry, 


of the Metropolitan 
Chapel Building Fund. The deaths are also 
announced of the Rev. Charles Kendall, 
President of the Primitive Methodist Con- 
ference, and of Mr, John Nelson Darby, 
generally regarded as the founder of the Ply- 
mouth Brethren. 
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Public Worship.” These papers were pre THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD. 
by one’ “The Inability of the| The Synod of the United Presbyterian 
Charches to hold those who have been Church of Scotland met last month, for its 
annual deliberations, in Edinburgh. The 
Rev. Dr. David Young, minister of Wood- 
lands Church, Glasgow, was unanimously 
| were calls for Dr. Parker, who criticised the | elected Moderator, and delivered the address 
attitude and doings of the various denomi-| from the chair. The report on general 
nations, and described the Congregationalists | statistics was submitted by Dr. Sedtt, the 
Home Secretary. Last year there was 
| | slight decrease in the membership to report, 
| | bat on this occasion it was announced that 
membership of the Church had increased 
by 575. The total membership was 174,557, 
| and the total income had been £383,730, or 
| £725 more than last year. The Synod 
| transacted a large amount of business, in- 
SEE | cluding the discussion of reports and reso- 
Brown, of Birmingham) delivered an address | lutions, the reception of deputations, and the 
| un “The Spirit we need for our Time and consideration of particular topics bearing on 
Work.” The Rev. S. H. Booth presented | the welfare of the Church. 
. the report of the committee. It was stated | 
that the number of churches sending returns | On & 
| | was 2,586, with a reputed membership of | e 13th uit., the ye 
295,000. The increase in chapel accom- 
1 modation is nearly 50,000 sittings, giving 
1,101,000 sittings. A scheme for the re- 
vision of the constitution of the Union, 
the Baptist Annuity Fund, evangelistic | 
| services, statistics of attendance at public | 
worship, and other subjects, engaged the 
. attention of the Union. | 
THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD. | 
The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of being provided in the great hall ; 
England met this year in London, the sittings ae... the hall are ‘“‘ training bar- 
being held in Regent’s Square Presbyterian 
chester, who had been appointed Moderator | perhaps be premature to attempt to pre- 
for the year by the ex-Moderators, pre-| dict even approximately what this great 
sided. The subject of his opening address | movement may achieve ; but it is a remark- 
from the chair bore largely upon the spiritual 
condition of the Church, and the conversion re ' 
of the world. The consideration of the 
reports presented by committees on the 
) have sustained a great loss in the death of 
| e Rev. Dr. Gervase Smith, a popular 
| EEE | preacher and an able administrator. He did 
made up of 275 congregations, besides several 
preaching stations; 264 ministers with 
7% charges, 31 without charges, and 24 mis- 
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could get rid of this crowned J, and have self Yea, and the swallow also should build her 
in the dust, only beholding Christ in God, | nest; even the migratory Christian missionary 
then would God's Holy Spirit be free to work body, moving about, itinerating for the Lord ; 
with us. “J must decrease, but ye must they all should find their nest in this one 


increase.” That is surely the Christian great central altar—the tabernacle of the 
motto. “TI eat down under His shadow with | living God. Why, dear friends, should we 
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my | not recognize the Christ in our brother? 

Why should the Christ in you not recognise 


taste.” If men sit down under « shadow, they | in 

are not easily perceived ; they are hidden. In the Christ in me? How strange it seems ! 
this room, for instance, if the persons in the how contradictory ! 
front ranks were to stand up, those behind | every Christian fete 
would not be able to ree. When the leaders at Pentecost they are in & group, 
of the Church of Chrict, in all its divisions, | Gethsemane and Calvary are 
sit down under the shadow of Jesus, then all | was a great trath our Lord taught us—to 
in the ranks behind them will be able to see, | in one place with one you 
and have their attention fastened on the one have the Pentecost of the Holy Ghost, 
great Person, Jesus.Christ. My brethren, it | it 

is this conflict between “I” and “we.” In | all the ch 
the Scripture we find it clearly written, that | in 
* of His fulness have all we received, and | we, dear friends, willing for this? A 
gtace for grace.” And, again, “ We all, with wi i 

open face, beholding, as in a glass, the glory of of cireulation of 

Sask ona changed into the same image, The blood of Christ does not undulate 


all all stand before the jodgment-seat of and this is that which the Alliance 
Christ.” Now, if these three passages of | upon as, and always is bringing to 


E 


always before our eyes, the “I,” the “self,” '!in for His people. You 

that which hinders the unity of the body, | rose from the dead, He first of all restored 
would indeed be dissolved and abolished, and | unto weeping humanity, joy: “Woman, why 
we should feel, to whatever church we/| weepestthou?” This is the first resurrection 
belong, that we did hold Christ in sincerity,| word. He restored the lost i 
and that we were all one. “Ye are all | lost love, to its rightful owner. Naturally, 
brethren, one in Christ.” Thus, we have had | she cried out, “Rabboni, my own Master !” 
remarked, too, in the prayer this afternoon | We know also that our blessed Lord restored 
that text, “Drink ye all of this one cup; eat | again the Spirit to His Church, when He said, 
ye all of this one bread.” Brethren, we do | “Touch me not, forI am not yet ascended 
eat of that which is the sign of union, and | to my Father; but I shall soon be; then you 
We go away to fight, and contend, and hate, it | shall all touch me by faith.” Listen, further, 
may be, one another. God forgive us; God | to His charge as He teaches service: “Go, tell 
have mercy on the divisions of the Christian | my brethren.” This is a grand resurrection 
Church! “‘How amiable are thy tabernacles, | title for His people—*My brethren.” Before 
© Lord!” We must all wish it were so, | His death they had been’ servants. They 
T am sure. If the tabernacles of Christ, | were then friends ; but-after His resurrection 


not irritable, what’ blessed unity there would | would only recognize this—that the Church 
be! what glorious. central altars! Every | of Christ comsists of the brethren of Jesus, 
altar should be a flaming fire to God, and | and that we are all brethren in the 

even in these holy altars the sparrows should | of Jesus, and through the blood of Jesus! 
find a house ; then the humblest missionary, | What a happy family we should be! Woman 
the lowliest Christian doing Christ’s work— | had ber mission ; yea, we all have our mission. 
ah! the Salvation Army too—should ‘find a | “‘Go, tell my brethren that there is henceforth 
home in the great central altar in the heart spiritual equality 7” I ascend unto my Father, 


the living Christian—the child of God. 


| 
scripture only were iberec 0; be unity a we 
of the reception of the cross of Christ, if the | Scripture 
unity of bebolding the image of Jesus, if the ‘the one blood, the blood of the Lord Jesus 
unity of that awful time when we shall all | Christ. You know it was the peculiar 
stand before the tribunal of God, were | resurrection relationship which Christ brought . 
| bere Ubrist dwelleth, were all amiable, and | they were “My brethren.” Oh, that we 


June |, 


Now, it is not a new troth to us that union 
is power, bu: it may be something newer to 
say that union is a person, and that is a fact. 
Love is a person : “ He that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and Ged in him.” Peace is 
a person: “ This man shall be the peace.” 
Power is a person: “ Ye shall receive power 
when the Holy Ghost is come upon 
And so is union a person. I believe 


“one accord” introduces Pentecost ; 
“one accord” succeeds and falfils Pentecost ; 


the breast-plate of the high priest. But this 
is clear, that that mystic, strange light that 
flowed over those precious jewels flowed over 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. If you 
wanted an answer, you must appeal through 
the united brotherhood to the Spirit of the 
living God. So, when Jericho was taken, they 
all went round the city in one body. What a 
strange thing it would have been if they 
would not have gone thus round; if some 
of them had said, “No ; we will go a different 
way.” That is what the Church, I fear, is pro- 
feseing and trying to do now,—trying to syr- 
round the Jericho world, and ‘all going 
different ways. They are not able to agree 
amongst themselves. Yet they hope that the 
Jericho world shall fall before them. It is 
impossible. There must be, first, the armed 
men; they all must be armed. Then the 
priestly body: we must all be priests. Then 
- ‘the playing of the jubilee trumpet : there 


A 


— 
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before the fire from heaven 


the upper chamber, tarrying until the Lord’s 
good leisure, until the heavens should open, 
the windows being uplifted, and there should 
come such an outpouring that there should 
not be room to receive it, what did they 
do? They prayed. They were in union. What 
elee ? They filled up the body of the apostle- 
ship. There was one absent—Judas ; gone to 
his own place, We must fill up the body. 
There must be union in that body, else the 
Pentecost cannot come. My brethren, are we 
willing for it? Are we ready for it? May 
God give us the Spirit of unity in the blessed 
Trinity of our Lord! Let me add this, that 
it is when the Spirit-tide rises, that man, which 
was 80 conspicuous a figure before, becomes 
deeply buried. When the glorious tide of 
the Holy Ghost comes in, then eburch 
meets Ghurch, and links bands. Faith 
opens out unto faith; and soon heaven 
and there shall 
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must be the uprising, not the mere play- 
ing. Then there must be the long blast 
and the loud shout. When sball we hear 
it? I feer it must be when the great 
shout of the Archangel shall be beard. 
Thep shall the Jericho world fall. Let : 
us, at any rate, be in union with one another, 
that we may bring about the Pentecost. 
There is the later rain before the latter time: ? 
because this blessed truth has not been fully Mink this has been vastly overlooked ; and 
recognized that there is so little union in the the latter rain, I firmly believe, is beginning 
Obristian Church. “I in thee, and thou in to fall ;—great drops, thunder-drops, if you 
me.” That is the basis of union. Weare will. It is the thunder-showers that feed 
one, and we shall be one. We are one in puggg beautiful trees; it is the electricity and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the “I in thee.” My the rain that ig the feeding quality in the d 
dear brother, recognize the Christ in your spring rain. So it shall bein the latter time 
brother. See him! “I was abuogered, apd | that the great thander<drope shall fall, that the 
ye gave me no meat,” because ye were all of Spirit of God shall fall, and the Church shall 
a different body of Christians. “I was sick, rise revived in youth, replenished with the | 
and in prison; and ye visited me not,” | Holy Ghost. And also, mark that, when Elijah 7 
I did wot belong to your body of | would have the new for his day, 
“ywistians. “Insomach as ye did it not to' would bring rain from heaven, there must ize 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye did | firet of all fall the fire from heaven, But I 
it not unto me.” Then, this is also s farther | as can fall, there 3 
truth : union js the Pentecost. It introduced | must be an altar built to the Lord. An altar % 
Pentecost. For you read in the second | mast be built; and, if you will remember the . 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles that the | exact expression, “an altar was builded of ‘ 
disciples being in one place, were of “one | twelve stones, which represented the twelve | 
accord.” Read the close of that chapter, after tribes of Israel.” There is unity wherever | 
the Pentecost, and you find again that they | there is Pentecost And when we come to | 
were all in one place with one accord. That | Pentecostal times, when all the brethren, . ‘3 
and so you will find it in all types and figures | ; 
of the old Scriptares as well as the New,— If | 5 
there is to be spiritual blessing, there must 7 
be unity. There is something very mysterious i 
in the Urim and Thummim of old, and in =; 
so on earth. 
What is the glorious prospect before us ? 
What shall we do to help it on? I say, it 
friends, do this: bow your heads low ms 
under the blood of Jesus, and you will not be ‘ | 
able to see which is the higher altar. You zi 


| 


ad rer ur 


~ Dissenting bodies ; you will all be 
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will be of the one body, whether you belong 
to the Church of England or to some of the 


one 
Lord Jesus Christ. Yes ; and lie flat 
in the stream of the Holy 
we shall all be equal. Believe simp! 


#39 


wilderness, singing ; and we are also to have 
the blessed full harvest. But how? “ Except 
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone.” This Evangelical Alliance 
is not for the purpose of self-reflection, Our 
powers are given us for the purpose of blessed 
service. Part of the Christ's life is that we 
should die. I believe this is the whole secret 
that so few people will join such an Alliance— 
that they do not die. There is no union unless 
there be death. It is the death in Christ 
which is the union of the brethren. Oh ! let us 
see to it. And then, in communicating the 
resurrection life of Jesus to the world, the Lord 
says, “ That the world may know "—that we 
may do Christ's miracles with Him. He would 
not work miracles without joining His people 
with them. If He raised the dead, He said, 
“ Roll away the stone.” Brethren, beloved— 
and this is my last word—unity is just this : 
the seeingof God: If every eye of the Christian 
Church saw God, if all of us were so seeing 
God that we were forced to cry out, “ Woe is 
me! I dwell in the midst of people of unclean- 
ness, formine eyes have seen it,” what afellow- 
ship!’ what submission! what an actual 
humiliation of the whole body of the Church ! 
Then would come the showers; then the 
windows of heaven would be open, as we were 
athirst for God. If that were true of the 
whole body of the Church, God would give 
us such a wondrous shower of blessing, that 
we should all by His grace be carried forward, 
in one determined aim and concentration of 


purpose, to do His great bidding, and to bring | i 


souls to His bleased fold. May we thus join 
together now for Jesu’s sake ! 

A hymn having been sung, 

The Rev. William Arthur, one of the 


Honorary Secretaries of the Alliance, then 


addressed the meeting’ upon “The fellowship. 
of believers regarding its influence upon the 


3 
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I take it for granted that the word fellowship 
. HEME | is applied not merely to that common life 
: which has ite one origin and ite essential 
i characteristics in one ; it is in itself, must be, 
like our life, invisible ; but that fellowship 
overwhelming goes beyond the common life, and the mani- 
festations of that life; that it not merely calle 
our attention to common faith or to common 
| feeling, although it necessarily points our 
want this unity to manifest the resurrection attention to them, for without the common 
life of Jesus Christ; that is one thing. God | faith and the common feeling we cannot have 
gg wants us to show His resurrection power—that, the rest ; but that it particularly does mean 
by the resurrection of Jesus, we are all one in | a common action, common service ; that we 
Him. We are to go out of the opened door, as | are not only to feel alike, but to live alike— 
you will remember the Israelites, with girded | not only to think in common and believe in 
loina, went out. We are to go out a but to live in common and serve in 
| 
become.” We cannot define what power is, 
| we cannot define what “to become” is, but 
| we all know there is such a thing as to 
become, such a thing as something passing 
from the condition in which it was, into a 
condition in which it was not, and become 
now what previously it never had been 
before. And that power referred to in the 
text just quoted, of becoming the sons of 
God, is the beginning of all our Christianity. 
; Christ founded a* kingdom, but not as the | 
| 
[ead plgsinn on the So all the 
| | and pilgrims on the earth.” So all the 
. children of God, believing they are heirs of 
_heaven, and belong to the family of the 
; mmortals, of the redeemed, to the family of 
the Son of God, have in this common 
z | fraternity and common hope the root of a 
) | fellowship which ought to manifest itself in 
; all the actions of the common life, in those 
| actions in which life is nourished—in our 
| food and our beverage, our playing and 
| studying, our learning God’s Holy Word, and 


ing the Temple, keeping up all the observances 
of Jerusalem, and the Corinthian Christian 
Gentile! Why, I hold their diversities were 
much greater than those between one and 
another of the different denominations. I 
never feel particularly afflicted when I find 
a Christian brother who cannot recognize me 
as a Christian brother; but if it come to be 
the other case, that I see a Christian brother 
whom I cannot recognize as a Christian 
brother, then I should have reason to be 


me I must not recognize other 
doubt if I should belong to it long—at least, 
should feel considerably constrained and un- 
comfortable while belonging to it. But let 
me rather find a branch of the Christian 
Church which deliberately rays, “ We do not 
claim to be the whole; all we claim is to be 
of the whole, We do not at all claim to be the 
tree, only a branch of the tree ; and if others 
say we are not, it is for us to say that we 
are ing of the root and fatness of the 
tree.” Now, with regard to this Evan- 
gelical Alliance, it was originated with the 
very design of giving Christians the oppor- 
tunity of manifesting the union that really 
did exist. It is thirty-six years ago within 


a very short time since we met in Freemasons’ | prepared 


Hall. Iam afraid there are very few here 
to-day who were there then. I do not know 
that I recognize any one around me. I have 
heard to-day of one other having gone to 
join the great company. When I call back ' 


tian spirit, and whose earnest sympathy with 
ing good commanded the deepest 


shall we get to one another. 
conspicnous men in that first Conference, there 


was not one more conspicuous, I am perfectly 


over the Alliance with my'dear old friend 
William Bunting, he said to me, “ You have 
all your faults but one man ; Steane has no 
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our high festivals when around the Father's, the men that I remember then, it is very 
table, our taking the Father's own bread and lovely to see their images, and to think of 
the Father's own cup, and in His eyes and in their sayings and doings. I suppose I was 
youngest members of any of the 
come, My predecessor has spoken of unity committees who organised MMMM first meeting, 
the oie 1 got the | snd I have 
more ; who were fall of feeling and vigour, and a 
unity that does not recognize diversity does | strange variety of resource for all the emer- 
mayor fs dignified name of unity ; it gencies which arose as the Conference went on. 
is nothing beyond infirmity. Unity, when | Then I have different figures from abroad : 
real, is a grand power; and valuable is that | the gentle, thoughtful Tholack, and blessed 
unity which will make very large provision _ Adolphe Monod, « dear friend of my own, 
for diversity. To think that this involves ‘one of God’s special men—a man to leave 
the breach of unity is, to me, one of the a mark on your heart as an individual, 
meanest things you can think of. No;/ and on any community for which his life 
what was the purpose of the very first| was spent; and his life was blessedly 
council at Jerusalem? It was to put down | spent for the Reformed Church of France. 4 
for ever the idea of infirmity in practice or And I remember, from the other side of the 
ritual as an appointed part of the ve oagevad Atlantic, brave old William Beecher and Dr. ; 
of the Christian Church, It was to esta-| Alexander, and the noble figures of Stephen =a 
blish the liberty of diversity, and to form | Pomeroy and Robert Emory ; and from our . 
a unity of believers in the existence and | own country many notable men. I often ; 
practice of diversity, What « difference | think of one who counted not himself s re- 
between the Jerusalem Christian Jew er markably comely man, but at times had a 
perfect beauty ; a beauty which arises not from 4 
the garment, but such as that which changes ! 
the garment until it becomes quite a mystery ; ‘ 
I mean Edward Bickersteth—wonderfal for 
the Divine Spirit resting on him at times. + 
| And there was also Baptist Noel, always to X 
the front—at that time a clergyman of the és 
Church of England; a man whose beautiful ; 
person and winning speech, whose true Chris- { 
sorry—very sorry. So if I belonged to a/| veneration one had to feel. And there was 4 
of the thes tonght | Gear old De. Busting ; and these wane many 
men of great mark from men 0 zi 
book I remember one of them, very a 
familiar to us then in London—lovely James 2} 
Hamilton, one of the fairest of the children a: 
of St. John, We learned then greatly to love ‘f 
one another, and in this we certainly had some * _ 
proof of the experience just announced, that # 
union tends to bring you near to the Pentecost; % 
and, again, that the Pentecost tends to'give you 
union. The more we get close to one an- Fr 
other, the nearer shall we get to the throne + 
of our Master; and the more we feel the Z 
power of our Master upon us, the nearer et 7 
to say there was not one more 
useful, he who has this day passed away 
| mA 


ve an hour in heaven this morn- 
ing.” So we rejoice at the success of each 
other. Now, I desire to tell you some few 
things about the religious state of Italy. I 
think it is a most important daty and privilege 
of all Christians in this country to look in a 
special manner and with attention to Italy at 
this moment. My strong conviction, and the 
conviction of all Christians there, is this: that 


latter are confessing that theyare at war with 
the Pope, bishops, priests, and their friends ; 
and the cause of that division is Rome. The 
Pope cannot give up Rome, and our King 
evidently cannot give it up ; so the result isa 
great fight between the two parties. A great 
feast recently took place to celebrate the revolu- 
tion, the result of which has been to break the 
yoke of some of the French tyrants there. In 
celebrating this feast, one of our great states- 
men said that the Pope and his friends had 
always been the same, and was yet the same. 
“They are always inviting strangers to come 
and fight Italy, and the enemy of Italy has al- 
ways been the Pope.” He says; the Pope has con- 
certed with his friends, Prassia and Germany, if 
it is possible, to get back his temporal power. 
He will try, at any cost and sacrifice, to get 
it. He says the eternal city of Rome cannot 
be but the absolute property of the Vicar of 
Christ, Now, the result of the speech of 
that statesman has been such that the Pope 
has been obliged to answer it. He wrote 
recently to the bishops 
against the Holy See, Rome, he says, is 

blessing to Italy, and without it she cannot 
prosper. The issue has been to raise a great 
revolution everywhere. The same thing has 
taken place in Prussia. In Milan, no priest 
goes into a public school, because he would 
teach the young to hate the King and liberty. 
In the end, the whole of Italy must become 


minister will ever accept a man coming from 
another Charch till be has spoken with the 
authorities of that Church. God has really 
blessed our work. I received a letter last 
week that the halls were crowded. There is 
& great movement going on, evidently. I can- 
not enter into details, but am thankfal for 
your allowing me to appear as the represent- 
ative of the Church in Italy, for which I 
still ask the blessing of God and your prayers. 
The Rev. — Sadler, of Amoy, China, ex- 
his thanks to God for the prominence 

given by the Alliance to the question of 
religious liberty. We bless God for all the 
liberty we have in China for proclaiming the 
Gospel. It happened that some years ago 
that liberty was very seriously threatened, 
and in a most subtle and earnest manner, 
some of the authorities. But what made it 
worse was the number of enemies in the 
West. Thank God, the danger was averted, 
and the Gospel has still been made known. 
We have to remember that we 
enemies in the East as well as the West. 


g 


con- 
tinually pleading to God concerning the 
cause of those who-are oppressed, and also 
able at times to use its influence to great 
parpose. Now, having made these remarks, 
and wishing to offer to Sir William aad 
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bers of the same body. We had one prayer- , infidel or accept the Gospel. All our states 
meeting every month, but have been so happy | men and thinking men say we cannot go on 
in these meetings that unanimously we have | as we are. A great event must take place. 
asked to have them twice month. The | Thay say, thoy would be. glad t exe 
result has been that the work is prospering | evangelizing in each a way as to unite the 
more. Last year, by the grace of God, jig gy We have seen 
received into my church forty-nine new in history that whenever a country wants 
members; another bas received thirty-four.|a man for a great event, that man will be 
The same may be said of the Free Church. I | raised up by God. So I desire the Christian 
will only say of the Wesleyan Church that | friends to be kind enough to remember Italy in 
Signor Rosa having spoken in my pulpit, . their prayers; and to remember our weakness, 
the end of the service a woman said to me, | that we must be supported by the grace of 
_ God in « special manner, in order that we 
may be able to spread the Gospel and to take 
| possession of the different towns, so that the 
| people may see where the truth ix. We mast 
be witnesses to the power of the Gospel of 
salvation. I conclude by saying that I join 
with all my heart in all that has been said 
here. It is the joy of our hearts to be united | 
with our brethren ; it is our power to walk , 
we are on the eve of one of the greatest crises | hand-in-hand with all those who love our ‘ 
it is possible to imagine. Not many years | Lord Jesus Christ; and I pray that never any f 
will elapse before a great event will happen | difficulty will arise without our feeling that 
in Italy. The Pope confesses that his priests, | God is present todirect us. We have decided | 
bishops, and friends areat war against the King | in Milan that no minister will complain of 4 
and the Parliament; and the patriots of the | his brother without having first spoken to ; 
him and prayed with him, and that no ; 
therefore, seems to me @ matter for great. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


The monthly meeting of the Council was, It was resolved: “That a deputation be 
held on Thursday, May 11; Donald Mathe- | appointed to attend the faneral; and that 
. im the chair, The meeting was | Lieutenant General Field, c.n., with any 
opened by reading the Scriptures and prayer. | members of Council who may be able to go 
THE VICE-PRESIDENCY. to Norwood, should form such deputation.” 
A was read from the Hon. and Rev.| Also reported, the death of Mr. Vickers, 
E. V. Bligh, u.a., accepting the appointment | for many years Treasurer to the Nottingham 
of Vice-President, 

The Secretaries were instructed to convey 
the afflicted families the warm expression 
the sympathy of this Council. 


to 
formation of a branch of the Alliance at | of 
Plymouth during his late visit to that town. | 
He had met with « warm reception from the NEW MEMBERS. 

ministers of the various churches and other; _ The following persons were unanimously 
friends upon whom he called ; and Mr. and | *dmitted to membership: 


Mra. J. N. Bennett, the Rev. H. J. R. and| Ho». R. Ryder, Hemel Hempstead. 
| Mrs, Rathbone, also Mr. F. E. and Mrs. For, W. Ward ne, 
| of Tamerton Foliot, y convened drawing- Pastor 8. § Sweden. 
room meetings at their houses. The addresses| —_7*stor Victor Rylander, Sweden. 
were listened to with deep interest, and the} Mrs Fallon’ 
accounts given of the relief of the oppressed 
and persecuted in countries 
A public meeting was held in the Soldiers’ H. Howard, Plymouth. 
| Institute Hall, on the 29th April; but,owing| Rey B Bind 


| form a branch of the Alliance for Plymouth Captain allege gene 

was carried unanimously, and 4 

) representing the Evangelical Churches, was ag 

appointed, with C, Bulteel, Esq., as President, | 

and the Rev. J. H. Howard and Rev. Joseph | — Rev. H. Hall, Plymouth. 

| Wood as joint Secretaries. John Greenway, Eaq., Plymouth. 

During the visit of the deputation many Mrs. Tanner, Plymouth. 

) new members were enrolled, and the first Rev. Joseph Wood, Plymouth. 
quarterly meeting of the new branch for Moe Plymouth. 

united prayer and conference was fixed to| Rev. W. Allin. Plymouth. 
take place (D.v.) in the first week of July. en A a Plymouth. 

At the request of friends, Gospel addresses | Rev. Pre ih, 

| were given by General Field at a drawing- Mrs. Rathbone, Plymouth. 

room meeting; and on Sunday evening, in ai | 

the Institute, to a large company of soldiers Dr. J. ymouth. 
and others, Charles A. Fox, Eaq., Plymouth. 

General Field also reported fiying visits| Rey Filed 

he made on the Ist May to Torquay and Colonel and Mrs. Janse, Exmouth, 

Teignmouth. At each of these places meet- 

held, preparatory to another visit in Mr. Sampson Rows Tether, 


OBITUARY. 
Reported, the death of the Rev. Dr, Steane. 


~ 
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| other dear friends my salutations, thanking| The Chairman expressed their indebted- 
you for this opportunity of calling your ness to the managers of the College for the 
attention to the vast empire of China, which, | use of the institution, and called upon Dr. 
I trast, you always remember to pray for, I | Angus, who concluded the meeting with 
. will sit down. prayer. 
q 
W. Martin, Teignmouth. 
Rev. W. H. Jackson, Teignm 
Mr. Mathew Fraser, 


June 1, 
Mr. J. 0. O. 
Mre 


C. 
Mies BE. W. Upper Norwood. 


Miss H. F. ng, Unger orwood. 
Mins Norwood. 
Mrs. Eccles, 
Mrs. James, 

Miss ©. Mason, Kilbe 

Mrs. M. M. Gordon, Aberdeen. 
Mrs. Lacas, Victoria Park. 


MONORARY SECRETARIAT. 

The Secretaries submitted correspondence 
relating to the appointment of an Honorary 
Secretary, in place of the late Rev. Dr. Black- 
wood. Asa large majority of the ministers 
of the Church of Fugland on the Council had 
naméd the Rev. Canon Battersby, it was 
unanimously resolved: “That the Rev. Canon 
Battersby be requested to oblige this Council 
by accepting the office of Honorary Secre- 
tary.” 


In regard to a successor to the late Rev. 
Dr. Steane, it was unanimously resolved: 
“ That the Rev. Dr. Angus be requested kindly 
to accept the post of Honorary Secretary.” 

ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 

The Secretaries reported that the Conver- 
sazione, beld on May 9th, had been very 
largely attended, and, by the blessing of God, 
was felt to be a hallowed season of refreshing 
from His presence. | 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA, 

A communication was read from E. Millard, 
Esq., of Vienns, reporting the good news that 
the Supreme Court of Law (Ver 
gerichtehof) had now cancelled the Govern- 
ment order, and decided that, according 
to Austrian law, parents have the responsi- 
bility and the privilege of determining the 
religious status of their children. This final 
verdict is of inestimable valne and paramount 
importance to numerous Protestant Christians 
throughout the country. Referring to the pro- 
jected visit of the Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, 
M.A., to Austria, the Council were unani- 
mously of opinion that it should still be carried 
out, and especially that he should visit the 
churches in Bohemia. [See letter at length, 


page 192.) 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


A letter was read from the President of the 
Leicester Branch (Rev. A. A. Isaacs), report- 
ing that at a public meeting it had been 
unanimously resolved to invite the Evangelical 
Alliance to hold its Annual Conference in 

from Oct, 23-25 next. 


NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 

It was unanimously resolved: ‘‘ That the 
Rev. H. E. Brooke, of Dovercourt, and the 
Rev. Charles Stanford, p.p., of Camberwell, be 
requested to serve on this Council.” 


DESECRATION’ OF THE LORD’S-DAY IN GREECE. 


A further communication from Athens on 
this subject has lately been received. The 
statements made in the letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Greek Branch of the Alliance, 
published in the March number of Zvangelical 
Christendom, excited attention and adverse 
criticism at Athens, but our correspondent 
fully confirms those statements by furnishing 
quotations from the Greek Code, as follows : 
“ As to auction sales on Sunday, the Greek 
Code, under Article 695, says : ‘The sale by 
auction of all immovable property levied on 
by the Sheriff, together with appurtenances 
thereof, and other articles which stand 
in the same class with immovable pro- 
perty . . . shall take place publicly in the 
precinct in which they lie on some market 
day, or on Sunday after divine service.’ In 
Athens, market days, as such, have ceased to 
exist, and almost all sales by auction of any 
importance now take plaice on Sunday. 

*‘ As to the use of the churches for elections, 
‘the Law for Elections,’ under Art. 46 (after 
stating that the public schools, if large enough, 
shall be used), says, or ‘within the largest 
-church in the precinct.’ The Law for Elec- 
tions states further, under Art, 49: ‘ On 


the day before the election, the Mayor shall 
and, under Art. 50, 
‘On the afternoon of the same day... 
the Committee shall take charge... . .’ 
So that the church is not, after Saturday, in 
the hands even of the clergy, but under special 
civil guards ; and the ballot-boxes are all in 
order for the day of election. 

‘*A note received from the Chairman of the 
Election Committee in the in which 
the Cathedral of Athens stands, where the 
election was held, states: ‘As Chairman at the 
election of the senators for Athens, which took 
place, by Royal decree, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber (0.8.) from 6.45 a.m., I assert that no 
service was held on that day. The elections 
lasted until night.’ 

“One of the members of the ‘ Holy Synod,’ 
from the provinces, has stated that services were 
never held, as the churches were under prepara- 
tion for a day or two even before the elections. 

“The following forcible and eloquent pro- 
tests of the Holy Synod against church 
desecration were made : 

[Extract of Appeal of Holy Synod to 
Government, No. 4,899, year 1855.] 
“*The Synod, considering as an evident 
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disorders which occur in the churches on the 
day of the elections make some cold in refer- 
ence to divine things ; others are led on to com- 
mit sacrilege ; again, they increase the con- 
it procure | tempt of some for sacred things, while in some — 
law designating some other | others they destroy or harden the conscience.’ 
“This is well said; but, unfortanately, no 
were designed and consecrated for one ' word is dropped for the Sabbath.” 


“ RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. 
Vienna, April 28, 1882. | and paramount importance to numerous 
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| important law-suit of which mention was| Great praise is due to Dr. Joseph Kopp, 


earnest 

i 4 allowed to bring up their children according | principles. 

| | to their own religious convictions or not.| Much brotherly love and Christian 
by the 


. 4 ; Ver | and persuasions. This alone is a great gain. 
= waltungs gerichtshof) has now cancelled the| Another point deserves mention. It speaks 
Government order, and decided that, accord- | well for a country whenever the ruling of the 
ing to Austrian law, parents have the respon- | highest administrative authorities is sabject 
sibility and the privilege of determining the | to a revision by a law court, and when jadges 
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Ss religious status of their children. have pluck and spirit enough, even on behalf of 
; | This final verdict is of inestimable value | a poor tailor, to withstand a Minister of State. 
| CONTRIBUTIONS KECEIVED SINCR APRIL 20, 1882. 
Mra. Aston © 6 @ | Mason . 1 Mra. 
. and Miss Kershaw . 2 @ Revr.C Moore. . . . 
Me MA 4, en, J. Harrap, &€686 
R. Franeia, — Colin Mackensie 0 
H. C. Pierson @lv F 6 on and 
Lyott 1 © | D. Goddard, Regent's Park College nus 
H. Mand Drigin 160 Sirk Bains. By Collector :— 
v. Dr Rigg. 010 6 | Mra AL. Brandt 10 0 P. Jeanneret, 
Groom, . 1 1 @ | G Brandt, 30 0 
Bev Alen 026 Deedes. Pe eq. 010 
The van 1 @ 0 | Rev. Moulton Bev. Dr 
. 200 /| Miss y o26 Rev. Dr. Angus 6 
- 010 0 | Rev. B. Browne 06 0! Mrs Davies 
| Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c, 


a 
4 
| | which 
i § Heart-bells are ringing all over the country; | parties throughout the country. There had 
; there is a voice of rejoicing and salvation in| been mach and special prayer offered up, and 
. the tabernacles of the righteous, for the right | there is now much joy and special thanks- 
hand of the LOT) lar ne rir ' 
made in the February number of Evangelical | the lawyer, who had so kindly volunteered 
| Christeniom, was, on the 28nd inst., brought | his services on behalf of the aggrieved 
. to an issue favourable to the claims of re-/ parents. He spoke most energetically and 
and had ordered, under pain of 
that such children were to be taken to the | children of God are essentially one in heart 
Romish priest for baptism and for instruc-| aud interest, however varied in their paths 


